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pomp, aggressive orthodoxy, the use of the German
speech, and a grandiose foreign policy marked the
royal condemnation of Frederick's practices. Prussia
was tempted by profits in Poland and in Germany to
regard the convulsions of France with narrow selfish-
ness. On the field of Jena, twenty years after Fred-
erick's death, she paid the price of all her errors (1806).
Next year her Russian ally agreed with Napoleon
that she should lose half her land, forego the right
to arm, and submit for the future to be hemmed in
by four hostile States.

Prussia was rescued from this plight by forces
which found no place in Frederick's system. Great
ministers now gained ascendancy over the King.
The nation flung off the fetters of feudalism, all
classes joined in the War of Liberation, and the
final triumph in 1813-1815 was inspired by the spirit
not of autocracy but of German nationality. The
memory of Frederick faded into that of a ruler of
that old despotic type which the sovereigns, in de-
fiance of the claims of their people, were striving
to restore.

It was the spirit of nationality, however, that in
the long run revived Frederick's renown. The Ger-
man people cried out for an organisation that should
be closer and more virile than the federation into
which they had been formed after the overthrow of
Napoleon. In 1848-49, while Austria was paralysed
by revolt, they turned hopefully to Prussia for lead-
ership, but the reigning King refused to accept an
Imperial crown at the hands of the mob. From
that time onwards, however, the theory gained wide